Analyze a Friendship
3328 Application Paper (1 of 2); 50 points
Introduction to Goals of the Paper
Arguably, friendships play a crucial role in life quality for many people. In our class, we are learning about how these relationships develop, are maintained, and foster happiness. These relationships are often romantic, but many other close relationships in our lives offer the same characteristics and emotional intimacy that can be found in romantic partnerships. Chapter 3 discusses attraction and why we are drawn to some people more than others. For this paper, you will select a very close friend, preferably a best friend or someone similar in your life, and analyze what attracted you to each other. The best friend you discuss should not be a romantic partner. We will spend a lot of time focused on romantic relationships, and this introductory paper gives us an opportunity to instead consider how our close friendships develop. In this paper, you will meet the following Learning Objective for the course:
Students will examine, analyze, and apply various theories and concepts of relational communication.
After completing this paper, you will have examined how attraction works in relational communication, analyzed a personal relationship using the concepts from Chapters 1-3, but with a primary focus on Chapter 3, and finally, applied those concepts in a written paper sharing your observations.


Paper Structure and Details
To begin your paper, reflect on a few questions: How did you meet this friend? What makes this person someone who you consider a friend?  Why is this individual special to you? For the body of the paper, you will consider the following question: 
What is attraction and how did it play a role in the relationship that developed with my closest friend? 
For each student, your paper’s thesis statement will ultimately answer this question.  To develop your thesis, review Chapter 3’s main concepts and select 3-5 concepts that apply to your personal example. Consider concepts such as types of attraction, the framework for attraction, personal qualities, the qualities of your friend, the qualities of you and your friend as a pair, and the qualities of your physical or social environment. 
Please integrate relevant readings (see the Rubric for General Writing to understand what qualifies as an A paper) and topics raised in class discussion to support your description of the development of your friendship and the factors that support your friendship. 
Submission Expectations for Formatting
· 3-5 pages (please don’t worry if your paper is longer, only if it is shorter)
· Five-paragraph essay style (does not need to contain exactly 5 paragraphs)
· Double spaced using 12-point font and default margin settings
· Free of grammatical errors
· Citation of the textbook as a source is expected, please use APA citation style for in-text citations and your reference list (no other research is required for this paper, so your textbook is the only “required” source for this assignment)
